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1. Aims of the Program 

The Postgraduate Program (MA) "English Studies: Literature and Culture" of the Department of English Language 
and Literature at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens aims to advance and promote 
postgraduate research in the academic fields of Anglophone literature, literary criticism, and cultural studies. 
The MA program contributes to strengthening postgraduate studies in English at Greek universities, with a 
primary objective of enhancing the international profile of the Department and the University. It seeks to 
develop specialized educational, research, and academic personnel of a high standard who will serve all levels 
of education—particularly higher education—and will reinforce research and academic centers with 
distinguished young scholars. More broadly, it responds to the growing needs of Greek society for highly 
qualified professionals. The program fosters an interdisciplinary approach through the interpretation and 
analysis of Anglophone literary texts, as well as the study of related cultural phenomena, employing 
contemporary critical and theoretical perspectives. Special emphasis is placed on the role of intercultural 
influences within the broader field of Anglophone literature and its interaction with Greek literature and culture.  

The MA program leads to the award of a Master’s Degree in “English Studies: Literature and Culture”, upon the full 
and successful completion of the curriculum, in the following specializations: 

1. The Greek Element in Anglophone Literature 
2. Anglophone Theatre from the Renaissance to the Present 
3. Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Anglophone Literature and Culture 

The degree is awarded by the Department of English Language and Literature of the National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens. 

This Study Guide provides information on the content, scope, and structure of the program. 

2. Program Establishment  

The MA program was established following the publication of Decision No. 1110/10-12-2018 of the Senate of 
the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, approving the Regulations of the Postgraduate Program 
of the Department of English Language and Literature entitled “English Studies: Literature and 
Culture” (Government Gazette 5878/31-12-2018, Issue B). The program was subsequently amended following 
the publication of Decision No. 1011/07-09-2023 of the University Senate regarding the modification of the 
Regulations of the Postgraduate Program of the Department of English Language and Literature 
entitled “English Studies: Literature and Culture” (Government Gazette 4125/23-07-2023, Issue B). 

3. Program Funding 

Funding may derive from Donations, Sponsorships, and all types of financial support  
a. Bequests 
b. Resources from research projects or the University’s own resources 
c. State budget or the Public Investment Program  
d. Any other lawful source 

The management of the MA funds is carried out by the Special Account for Research Funds (ELKE) of the 
NKUA. 



 

4. Accreditation of the Program 

The Program was reviewed by a Panel of expert academic evaluators that was appointed by the Hellenic 
Authority of Higher Education (HAHE) on 14/06/2024. The Program was judged as “Fully Compliant” 
(highest grade). The particular features of good practice that the Panel highlighted are:  

● The excellent network of international scholars 

● The events that are organised by staff and students 

● The training provided in gaining research funding 

● The very deep connection between teaching and research 

● The majority of graduates continue their studies on the PhD level 

● There are no tuition fees for the programme 

● The teaching staff is highly experienced in its respective areas of expertise (“Accreditation Report” p.38) 

See the full report at  

https://www.enl.uoa.gr/metaptychiakes_spoydes/agglikes_spoydes_logotechnia_kai_politismos/ 
 

The duration of the accreditation is set at five years from 11/11/2024 to 10/11/2029. 

5. Department Infrastructure 

The Department provides classrooms, seminar rooms, department laboratories and auditoriums equipped 
with audiovisual media. To support student needs, the Department offers access to a well-equipped Library 
(now integrated into the Central Library of the School of Philosophy), a Multimedia Laboratory for Speech 
and Text Processing (Room 723), and a Self-Access Centre for Training and Educational Material 
Development (Room 905). 

6. Student Support 

 Advisor 

The steering committee of the MA assigns a member of the academic staff to serve as study advisor for each 
student. Students may reach out to their advisor for academic advice, guidance, and support. 

Library and study areas 

MA students can use and borrow books from the Library of the School of Philosophy where the English 
collection is held. 

https://www.enl.uoa.gr/metaptychiakes_spoydes/agglikes_spoydes_logotechnia_kai_politismos/


 

Online Platform (UoA e-class) 

Students enrolled in the MA program have access to the e-class platform where instructors upload material 
related to their individual courses. 

E-mail Account 

All postgraduate students are provided with an NKUA e-mail account. To apply for one, students should first 
visit the Department Secretariat (Room 411). 

Conferences and workshops 

The Department organizes various events such as international conferences, symposia, and lectures by academics 
specializing in English Studies and related areas. MA students are encouraged to attend and participate in 
these events, and to keep up with developments in their field of study in Greece and abroad. 

Excellence Awards 

Excellence awards will be given to the top three students of every cohort upon the completion of the required 
coursework after the recommendation of the Steering Committee to the General Assembly of the 
Department. They will be assigned by the Director of the Program and the Chair of the Department. The 
Excellence Awards are prized based on merit without any financial aid to the students. 

Scholarships 

Please visit https://www.enl.uoa.gr/spoydes/ypotrofies_klirodotimata/ for more information on available  

Scholarships 

Student ID card  Provided as a standard procedure 

Student Fare Discount  Offered for the minimum duration of studies  

Meals     Available at the School of Philosophy restaurant 

Textbooks   Students must purchase their own textbooks 

Student Representatives Elected student representatives attend the Department’s General Assembly* 

*According to article 2, Law # 3685/2008, students must elect two 
representatives who will represent them within the Department. 

 

 

http://www.enl.uoa.gr/spoydes/ypotrofies_klirodotimata/


 

7. Admission to the Program 

Student admission is based on Law # 4485/2017 and on the current Postgraduate Program Regulation. 

The maximum number of students admitted per academic year and per area of specialization is 15. 

Call for Applications – Requirements and Supporting Documents 

The call for applications is posted on the Department website every June. Applications, along with supporting 
documents, need to be submitted electronically in a single pdf file to the Department Secretariat within the 
announced deadline which may be extended by the Department’s General Assembly if necessary. 

Applicants must submit the following documents: 

1. Completed application form (available with this announcement and online at: 

https://en.enl.uoa.gr/postgraduate_studies/ma_programmes/english_studies_literature_and_culture/an
glophone_literature1/ 

2. Full curriculum vitae using the designated format (available at the same link above) 

3. Certified copy of undergraduate degree or official certificate of degree completion 

4. Certified copies of any additional relevant degrees 

5. Official transcript of undergraduate coursework, including grades obtained 

6. Scanned copy of valid identity card or passport 

7. Two academic reference letters, each enclosed in a sealed and stamped envelope, using the official form 
provided. These should be sent directly by the referees to the Secretariat. 

8. Proof of English language proficiency at level C2 (“Excellent Knowledge”), required for candidates who 
are not graduates of English Language and Literature departments 

9. If applicable, proof of proficiency in other languages 

10. If available, documentation of relevant academic activities (e.g., publications, conference presentations, 
etc.) 

11. Two academic research papers, previously submitted and graded as part of an undergraduate or 
postgraduate programme 

 

https://en.enl.uoa.gr/postgraduate_studies/ma_programmes/english_studies_literature_and_culture/anglophone_literature1/
https://en.enl.uoa.gr/postgraduate_studies/ma_programmes/english_studies_literature_and_culture/anglophone_literature1/


 

Students holding degrees from non-Greek institutions need to locate the degree-awarding institution in the 
Greek Branch of the National Academic Recognition Information Centers in the European Union (ENIC- 
NARIC) @ ENIC-NARIC (D.O.A.T.A.P.). 
 
Applications and supporting documents are assessed by the Director and the Steering Committee of the 
Program. Eligible candidates are notified to participate in the written and oral examinations by the MA 
Secretary. 
 
Written and oral exams 
 
To be admitted to the program, applicants need to pass both a written and an oral examination. It should be 
noted that both exams are in English. The written and oral exams are held in the School of Philosophy Building 
on the date that is announced on the Department website (www.enl.uoa.gr “Announcements”). Both written 
and oral exams are held in English. Information about the structure and duration of the written and oral 
exams is uploaded on the postgraduate webpage (and in the Announcements) concurrently with the call for 
applications. 
 
Criteria for candidate selection 
 
For the selection of candidates, the following criteria are considered: 
 
1. The candidate’s performance in the written exam together with his/her performance in the oral exam. The 
candidates need to pass the written exam to proceed to the oral exam. 
 
2. The following qualifications and supporting documents: 
 
a. Grade of “Good” (at least) in their BA degree. A lower grade may be accepted if candidates have achieved a 
grade of "Very Good" in undergraduate courses or dissertations relevant to the postgraduate specialization 
applied for, or if they have a second degree, another postgraduate title, or proven research or professional 
experience 
b. The average grade of undergraduate courses relevant to the postgraduate specialization 
c. A good performance in undergraduate research papers or dissertations 
d. Research experience relevant to the postgraduate program, if any 
e. Excellent knowledge of the English Language and good knowledge of other languages 
d. Relevant academic activity (e.g., participation in seminars, conferences, research projects, publications, 
etc.) 
e. Letters of recommendation 
 
The Steering Committee compiles a list of selected candidates based on the above criteria and submits it to 
the Department’s General Assembly for approval. If more than one candidate has achieved the lowest score, 
they may all be admitted to the program provided that they do not exceed the 10% of the maximum number 
of possible entrants. 
 
The final list of admitted candidates is published on the Department webpage. Successful candidates will 
have to register within 10 days from the date of their approved entry to the program that is announced during 
the first General Assembly meeting after the entry exams. If one or more successful candidate(s) fail(s) to enroll, 
eligible candidates that were shortlisted may be admitted in their place. 

http://www.enl.uoa.gr/


 

The MA program “English Studies: Literature and Culture” is conducted in English. 

8. Studying in the Program 

The program commences in the fall semester on a biannual basis. 

The duration of study of the MA program which leads to the acquisition of the MA degree is set at 3 academic 
semesters. The first two semesters consist of taught courses, while the third semester is devoted to research 
and the MA Dissertation. The maximum time allowed for completion of studies is set at 3 academic 
semesters. 

Each semester comprises at least 13 weeks of teaching and 3 weeks of exams (for those courses that require 
final exams). 

The total Credits (ECTS) required for the acquisition of the MA degree amount to 90, with each semester 
carrying 30. The program offers a total of 6 courses during the first 2 terms, 3 per term. The 1st semester 
offers 1 compulsory and 2 elective courses, while the 2nd semester offers 3 elective courses. Each course 
corresponds to 10 ECTS. The 3rd semester is devoted to the MA Dissertation which carries 30 ECTS. 

Attendance of classes/workshops etc. is compulsory. Students are allowed to have up to two justified 
absences per course every semester for medical reasons, by providing a doctor’s note from a public hospital: or 
for serious personal reasons, by submitting a legally binding personal statement. If, under exceptional 
circumstances, the student surpasses the limit of absences, s/he must apply to the Steering Committee with 
relevant documentation for approval, which puts the matter before the Department’s General Assembly. If the 
application is rejected, the student must leave the program. 

Lectures and seminars are taught in person. The teaching hours for each module are 3 per week. 

9. Exams and Student Assessment 

The assessment is determined by the instructors and stipulated in the course syllabi. As a general principle in 
evaluating student performance, the final grade of each course is based on the aggregate of at least two independent 
sources (e.g., research papers, written or oral exams, oral presentations, and other research activities). All course 
assignments must be submitted strictly within the deadlines stipulated by the instructors. 

For classes that include exams, these take place during January/February for the Fall semester, and in June for 
the Spring semester. There is no re-sit exam period in September. 

Students must pass all courses and complete the dissertation thesis to be awarded the MA degree. If a student 
fails in a final written assignment or exam, the assignment or exam is re-assessed by a board of three members 
of the staff. The instructor of the course does not participate in the committee. In case the student fails 
again, the student’s participation in the program is discontinued. 

Final grades for each course, as well as for the MA Dissertation, are based on the scale of 1-10 (6 being the 
minimum passing grade and 10 being the highest). 



 

Students are required to follow and successfully complete all of the courses offered in the MA program as 
well as the MA Dissertation, thereby obtaining a total of 90 ECTS. 

The final grade of the MA degree is determined by averaging (a) the grades of the first-semester course with 
(b) the grades of the second-semester courses, and (c) the grade of the MA Dissertation. 

Performance in the MA program is characterized as “Excellent” when the final grade is 10-9; “Very Good” 
when the final grade is 8-7; and “Good” when the final grade is 6. 

The MA Dissertation is written in the 3rd and final semester of the program. At the end of the 2nd semester, 
the steering committee provides the students with detailed instructions on how they should choose their topic 
and the deadlines. Briefly, students choose their topic from a wide range of thematic areas that are offered by 
the instructors and submit an application consisting of (a) a proposed title (b) a recommended supervisor, and 
(c) an abstract of the proposed topic of research. The Steering Committee then assigns each student a 
supervisor, and, upon completion of the dissertation, forms a three-member examining committee (which 
includes the supervisor). 

All faculty members can act as supervisors or members of the three-party examining committee. 

The supervisor guides the student throughout the research and writing process and approves the submission 
of the final draft within the deadline; schedules meetings with the student offering advice on the research 
topic, the bibliography, and the theoretical/critical framework of the dissertation. The student submits drafts 
of his/her chapters regularly to the supervisor for feedback. 

The MA Dissertation is written in English. 

The dissertation, which corresponds to 30 ECTS, should conform to and will be assessed according to the 
following criteria. It should be original, organized and presented according to the standards of academic 
writing. It should exhibit the student’s understanding of the broader research area of the topic under study 
and include adequate citations in the main body of the dissertation followed by a list of references presented 
according to the required bibliographic standards. Length: 15.000-17.000 words. 

Regarding the format of the dissertation, candidates must follow the guidelines provided by the MA steering 
committee. 

The thesis is submitted in three printed copies and is sent electronically to the MA office, within the deadline 
set at the start of the 3rd semester. 

Please note the following: 

a. Dissertations that fall short of or greatly surpass the word limit cannot be accepted. 

b. No extension to the dissertation submission deadline can be given, unless there are serious medical 
reasons (and only if the relevant medical documents are supplied). 



 

c. Plagiarism in the Dissertation is regarded as sufficient reason for a student to be expelled from the MA 
program (see also section 11). 

d. Candidates must defend their dissertation before the examining committee within a month after 
submission. 

10.  Dissertation  

The final grade of the Dissertation is determined by averaging the marks given by the 3 members of the 
examining committee. If the dissertation is assessed as unsatisfactory (i.e., if it is marked by one examiner with 
a grade below 6, or if the examiners think that the dissertation needs improvement) the examining 
committee may request revisions within a period of one month. 

The grade of the Dissertation is submitted to the Department Secretariat by the examiners. The student 
submits the dissertation (with any improvements suggested) in its final form in one copy at the Department 
Secretariat. Dissertations must be submitted electronically to the Digital Depository “PERGAMOS”. 

Presentation of Dissertations 

Students are invited to present their work at the biannual symposium organized by the Director and the 
Steering Committee of the MA program. The promotion of the academic activity of the postgraduate 
students constitutes a priority of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and of the Department 
of English Language and Literature. 



4 

 

11. Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of the Postgraduate Program, “English Studies: Literature and Culture,” the MA 
students: 

a. will have consolidated the knowledge and skills that they acquired and developed in their undergraduate 
studies and will have reinforced their ability to develop and apply innovative ideas and methodologies in 
research and in creative/transcultural work/activities; 

b. will have acquired a more comprehensive understanding of contemporary literary and transcultural critical 
studies that are relevant to the examined literary periods and fields of anglophone literature; 

c. will have enriched their understanding and knowledge of the historical and cultural frameworks of the 
examined literary periods; 

d. will have further developed the critical and research skills that are involved in current methodological 
approaches to be able to:  

• Create a bibliographically updated research archive that is relevant to the historical and cultural framework 
of the examined texts;  

• Articulate intelligible theoretical questions with clarity;  
• Develop theses whose rationale is based on logical and well-argued assumptions that are intelligible to 

specialized and non-specialized readers; 

e. will have successfully completed a satisfying number of essays and assignments that combine knowledges and 
skills and require the development of complex themes based on critical analyses that involve the 
examination of social, cultural and narratological issues that are relevant to the applied methodologies, 
knowledges and the developed arguments; 

f. will have enriched their theoretical and literary background to address theoretical and transcultural issues that 
are relevant not only to the literary and theoretical canons but also to the least known literary and theoretical 
fields within a larger comparative and/or interdisciplinary context. 

g. will have completed an MA thesis (15.000-17.000 words) that will illustrate their research, methodological 
skills and overall knowledge of the relevant fields and will indicate their ability to do independent research.  

12. Student Rights and Responsibilities 

Postgraduate students are entitled to the same rights and amenities as undergraduate students, except for the 
right to free textbooks. The Department ensures accessibility to textbooks and lectures for students with 
disabilities. The NKUA Accessibility Unit also allows for various student facilities such as remote 
communication with fellow students, professors and administrative staff of the Institution, workstations at 
the library, provision of accessibility tools, etc. 

Postgraduate students are encouraged to attend seminars, lectures, educational visits, conferences, colloquia 
and other scientific events related to the MA specialization, hosted by the Department of English Language 
and Literature or other departments and institutions. 
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Upon the recommendation of the Steering Committee, the General Assembly of the Department may 
decide to discontinue a student’s participation in the program, following an ex officio application by the 
postgraduate student, or if the student in question, a. exceeds the maximum absences allowed per course 
(as specified in section 8); and/or fails in the examination of a course/courses and consequently 
has not completed the program; and/or breaks current Disciplinary Board regulations; and or 
violates academic ethics, e.g., by committing plagiarism during the writing of assignments.  

More specifically, plagiarism is defined as the intentional or unintentional verbatim or paraphrased copying 
of parts of a text (irrespective of their size) from any print source (e.g., articles, books, newspapers, magazines, 
other students’ papers) or online source, without a full bibliographical reference to the source. Any third-party 
interference in the content or the structure of a paper (with no relevant reference) or the assigning of a paper 
for writing by a third party is also considered plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious breach of academic ethics and 
leads to sanctions which, depending on the severity of the misconduct (to be determined by the Department’s 
General Assembly), may vary, from the student receiving a failing mark for the paper or failing the course, to 
being expelled from the MA program. This applies to essays/papers of courses as well as to MA 
Dissertations. 

At the end of each semester, students are asked to evaluate each course and instructor on a special form 
that they receive electronically from the MA office. The evaluations are completed anonymously, collected by 
one student in each course, and submitted in a sealed envelope to the MA office. Following the same 
procedure, students are also asked to assess the program upon its completion and together with the 
submission of their MA Dissertations. The results of the overall student assessment of the program are 
posted on the Department website. 

The graduation ceremony takes place during a General Assembly meeting of the Department of English 
Language and Literature at the University premises, in the presence of the Director or the Associate Director 
of the MA program, the Chair or the Associate Chair of the Department and, if possible, a representative 
of the Rector. 

Graduates of the MA program “English Studies: Literature and Culture” are granted a degree in the following areas of 
specialization: 

a. The Greek Element in Anglophone Literature 

b. Anglophone Theatre from the Renaissance to the Present 

c. Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Anglophone Literature and Culture 

MA students may apply for an MA Supplement to be issued by the Department. 

International ERASMUS+ students from universities with bilateral agreements (supporting graduate 
studies) with the NKUA may enroll in the program and receive an attestation of their participation, 
provided the specialization of the MA “English Studies: Literature and Culture” is equivalent to a similar 
postgraduate program. 

13. Program Assessment  

The MA Program is evaluated as part of the periodic assessment/certification process of the Department, 
organized by the Hellenic Authority for Higher Education (HAHE). This process involves an overall 
assessment of the work carried out by each MA program, the degree to which its original objectives have 
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been achieved, its sustainability, the employability of its graduates, its contribution to research, internal 
evaluation by postgraduate students, the justification for extending its operation, as well as other elements 
related to the quality of the program’s output and its contribution to the national strategy for higher 
education. 

Internal Evaluation 

The internal evaluation of the MA programs is conducted annually by the Institution’s Quality Assurance 
Unit (MODIP). All stakeholders involved in the implementation of the program's activities participate in 
this process, including students, teaching staff, administrative and technical support personnel, and the 
members of the MA Program’s Coordinating Committee. 

The internal evaluation includes an assessment of the teaching work, as well as all academic operations and 
activities of the program. 

Specifically, the evaluation focuses on: 

a. the curriculum content in relation to current developments in research within the relevant academic field 

b. the workload of the courses, as well as the students’ progression and completion of the program; 

c. students’ satisfaction with courses (curriculum), with the support services provided, and with the overall 
learning environment; 

d. the individual courses of the program on a semester basis, through questionnaires completed by students. 
Specifically, between the 8th and 10th week of each semester, an electronic evaluation of the seminars and 
instructors is conducted by the postgraduate students, in accordance with current legislation, the principles 
of HAHE, and the specific provisions set out in the MA Program’s Graduate Studies Regulations. 

The annual internal evaluation reports, monitoring indicators, and relevant data tables are expected to be 
published on the MA Program’s official website. The evaluation of the MA Program is ongoing, ensuring 
that the findings are incorporated into each revision of the curriculum. Interim evaluations are conducted 
each semester through meetings of the teaching staff, followed by a comprehensive discussion within the 
Literature and Culture Section. An overall evaluation of the program takes place upon its completion.  

The evaluation process involves: 

a. The teaching staff of the MA program, who (a) assess their students by completing a specific 
evaluation form, which is submitted to the Program Secretariat, and (b) meet once during the semester to 
discuss student comments, suggestions, and impressions. 

b. The students, who complete designated electronic questionnaires to evaluate (a) each course at the 
endof the semester, and (b) the program as a whole upon its completion. 

c. The members of the Assembly of the Department of English Language and Literature, who are 
informed of the final report compiled by members of the Coordinating Committee, based on the analysis 
of the evaluations at the conclusion of the program. 
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The weekly class schedule is announced before the beginning of each semester. Updated course 
descriptions are posted on the MA webpage and detailed syllabi are given to the students in class by the 
instructors. 

Fall 2025 

8 OCTOBER 2025-23 JANUARY 2026 

1. Research Methodology: Theoretical and Cultural Approaches to 19th and 20th century 
Anglophone Literature 
Mina Karavanta 
 
In this course, students will hone their methodological strategies through a series of seminars that will be conducted 
by the instructor and the faculty members of the postgraduate program. The aim of this course is the further 
development and enhancement of the students’ research and writing skills that are required for the writing of MA 
research papers and the MA thesis. The students will complete several short written and oral assignments and a longer 
research paper. 
 
2. Borders in Contemporary Anglophone Literature 
Angelos Evangelou 

The module focuses on the representation of the border as architecture, a geopolitical entity and symbol of division, 
as well as a conceptual space within which the identity of the subject is negotiated and redefined, contributing thus 
to the development of alternative political structures. Drawing on the terminological framework of Border Studies, 
Border Theory and the Theories of the Third Space, the module will engage with contemporary anglophone literary 
and cinematographic narratives which depict historical borders such as those in Berlin, Cyprus, Israel-Palestine, 
the UK-Ireland and the US-Mexico, emphasizing both the experience of obstruction, marginalization and 
exclusion as well as the possibility of transgression.  

 
3. Modernism, Marginality and Dissidence 
Stamatina Dimakopoulou 
 
The course examines experiences of marginality in American modernism. Through a focus on marginal and/or 
dissident figures we will explore works by writers who were or still are in the margins of the American modernist 
canon. Work by writers like Mina Loy, Djuna Barnes and Claude MacKay, well-established in the modernist canon 
by now, will be read alongside writers, like Charles Henri Ford and Richard Bruce Nugent who still sit uneasily in 
modernist contexts and legacies. 
 

 
 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Anglophone Literature and Culture 

(2023-2025) 
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Spring 2026 

23 FEBRUARY 2026-5 JUNE 2026 

4. Space and Mobility in Nineteenth-Century Anglophone Literature 
Anna Despotopoulou 
 
Following the spatial and mobility turns in the humanities and the social sciences that have influenced the study of 
literature, this course will explore the politics of inclusion and exclusion that underpin the representations of space 
and mobility in texts of and beyond the nineteenth century. How do texts negotiate space and mobility in a period of 
unprecedented demographic shifts and movements, of expanding transport networks, and of important developments 
in gender and class relations? How does the study of space and mobility help us read against the grain and challenge 
Eurocentric and humanistic assumptions about subjectivity and (gender, racial, national) identity? We’ll be thinking 
about the dissolving boundaries between public and private space, work and leisure, travel and tourism, nation and 
world, through the study of texts by authors who in their representation of marginality and exclusion challenge 
liberalism’s assumptions: Authors studied include Charlotte Brontë, Mona Caird, Rhoda Broughton, Flora Annie 
Steel, and Henry James. 
 
5. Comics and the Graphic Novel: The Margin, the Gutter, and the Big Picture 
Christina Dokou 
 
Heralded as a hybrid art form with a complex and profound affective impact—and not only on youth/pop culture—
comics and graphic novels, have gained academic and theoretical recognition for both their formal properties and 
their potential to express, and sensitize people on, issues of marginality and divergence. The analysis of selected 
graphic novels by American and Canadian authors will introduce us to the theory and techniques behind sequential 
art interpretation, while also showing how graphic auteurs employ those techniques to depict in a familiarizing (though 
not beautifying) light identities excluded and/or alienated from the societal big picture. The ways through which 
comics derive meaning by employing multimodal and spatiotemporal means will also aim to shed light on the ways 
societies construct and interpret identity, especially in a culture of images. 
 
 
6. “Talking back to Shakespeare”: twentieth- and early twenty-first-century anglophone novels penned by 
women 
Vassiliki Markidou  

The course focuses on representative anglophone novels of the twentieth and twenty-first-century penned by 
women that “talk back to Shakespeare”. In so doing, it unravels the means and ways through which these novels 
engage critically with the politics of inclusion and exclusion to address gaps and silences in Shakespearean 
drama; place marginal Shakespearean characters “center-stage”; turn motifs from Shakespearean drama into 
icons of gender and cultural empowerment; distance Shakespearean plays from the English tradition and align 
them with local or transnational interests; advance anticolonial and antiracist values through their function as 
adaptations or appropriations of Shakespearean drama; and de-historicize and de-contextualize Shakespeare’s 
drama to promote radical critiques of its cultural capital and its frequent association with Anglo cultural 
hegemony.  
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 Useful Information  

 54 Agiou Konstantinou, 10437 Athens 

HELLENIC NARIC-DOATAP             Tel. 210 5281000, http://www.doatap.gr/ 

 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, RESEARCH 

AND RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

37, Andrea Papandreou Str., 15180 Marousi. 

Tel. 210 344 2000, www.ypep.gr

 

 

STATE SCHOLARSHIPS 

FOUNDATION (IKY) 

State scholarships for post-graduate studies 

41, Ethnikis Antistaseos Str., 14234 Nea Ionia, 

Athens 

Tel.. 210 3726300, www.iky.gr

 

 

NATIONAL AND KAPODISTRIAN 

UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS 

Department of Postgraduate Studies
 and Research 

7, Paleon Patron Germanou, 10561 

Athens. 

Tel. 210 3689919

 

 

NATIONAL AND KAPODISTRIAN UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS 

Legacy Directorate: Scholarships & Prizes (scholarships funded by legacies and  

6, Christou Lada, 10561 Athens. 

Tel. 210 3689131/4

http://www.doatap.gr/
http://www.ypep.gr/
http://www.iky.gr/
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