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MA PROGRAMME

1. Aims of the Programme and Areas of Specialization

The MA in “English Studies: Literature and Culture” of the Department of English Language and
Literature offers a strong grounding in the fields of Anglophone literature, critical theory, and cultural
studies. Upon completion of the programme, graduates are equipped to pursue careers in education,
research institutes, and other fields related to cultural or literary activities. The programme fosters
the interdisciplinary critical analysis of Anglophone literature as well as the study of contemporary
culture, with a strong emphasis on recent developments in critical, literary and cultural theory. The
other objective of the programme is the exploration of intercultural approaches and influences in the
wider area of Anglophone literature, and specifically through its interaction with Greek literature and
culture.

The programme offers the following areas of specialization, one of which is activated every two
years:

1) The Greek Element in Anglophone Literature
2) Anglophone Theatre from the Renaissance to the Present
3) Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Anglophone Literature and Culture

The offered area of specialization is announced online in the MA programme’s call for applications.
The programme of studies is updated every two years following faculty assessment, which takes
place throughout its duration and at the end of its two-year term.

The degree is awarded by the Department of English Language and Literature of the National and
Kapodistrian University of Athens.

This MA Study Guide provides information on the content, scope, and structure of the programme.

2. Programme Duration

The MA programme will run for ten years, commencing in the academic year 2019-2020.

It was founded following the publication of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens
(NKUA) Senate decision # 1110/10.12.2018 which approved the Postgraduate Programme
Regulations, as announced in the Greek Government Gazette, 5878/31.12.2018, Vol. 2.

3. Programme Funding

The running costs of the MA programme “English Studies: Literature and Culture” are covered by the
following sources: the central budget of the University; the budget of the Ministry of Education,
Research and Religious Affairs; donations, other benefits, and bequests; various sponsorships by
public or private bodies; funds from research programmes; funds from the European Union or other
international organizations; part of the NKUA’s Special Account for Research Grants (SARG) revenue;
and any other legal source.



4. Student Support, Services and Facilities

Study advisor
The steering committee of the MA assigns a member of the academic staff to serve as study advisor
for each student. Students may reach out to their advisor for academic advice, guidance and support.

Library and study areas

MA students can use and borrow books from the Library of the School of Philosophy where the
English collection is held. They also have access to a Multimedia Laboratory for the Processing of
Speech and Text (room 723) and a Centre for Self-Access Learning and Material Development (room
905). All MA students may have access to the computers and the internet in these areas.

Electronic Class (e-class)
Students enrolled in the MA programme have access to the e-class platform where instructors
upload material related to their individual courses.

E-mail address

All postgraduate students are provided with an e-mail address from the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens Computer Centre. To apply for one, students should first visit the Department
Secretariat (Room 411).

Conferences and workshops

The Department organizes various events such as international conferences, symposia, and lectures
by academics specializing in English Studies and related areas. MA students are encouraged to attend
and participate in these events, and to keep up with developments in their field of study in Greece
and abroad.

Scholarships Please visit www.enl.uoa.gr/ypotrofies.html for more
information on available scholarships

Student ID card Provided as a standard procedure

Student discount on Offered for the minimum duration of studies, with a
fares provision for an extra 2 years

Health Insurance From date of issue of ID card until its expiration
Meals Available at the School of Philosophy restaurant
Textbooks Students must purchase their own textbooks or

borrow them from the Library.

Student Elected student representatives may attend the
Representatives Department’s General Assembly*

*According to article 2, Law # 3685/2008, students must elect two representatives who will
represent them within the Department.
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5. Admission to the MA Programme

Student admission is based on Law # 4485/2017 and on the current Postgraduate Programme
Regulation. The maximum number of students admitted per academic year and per area of
specialization is 15.

A. Call for Applications — Requirements and necessary supporting documentation

The call for applications is posted on the Department website every June. Applications, along with
the necessary documentation, are submitted to the Department Secretariat within the announced
deadline which may be extended by the Department’s General Assembly if necessary.

Applicants need to submit the following documents:

* an application form (available online at http://www.enl.uoa.gr/hlektronikes-
yphresies/hlektronika-entypa.html).
a full CV (available online at http://www.enl.uoa.gr/hlektronikes-yphresies/hlektronika-
entypa.html).
* authenticated copy of original BA certificate or a study completion attestation provided by the
Department Secretariat
* authenticated copies of other related higher education qualifications
* full transcript of university course grades
* two recommendation letters on a special form (available online at
http://www.enl.uoa.gr/hlektronikes-yphresies/hlektronika-entypa.html) in separate, sealed
envelopes
* for candidates with BA degrees from non-English language and literature departments a
certificate of English (C2 level)
* for non-Greek candidates, additional attestation of knowledge of Greek (B1/B2 level)
* authenticated copies of other language certificates (excluding Greek and English), if available

* proof of relevant academic activity (e.g. publications in volumes of collected essays/academic
journals, conference presentations, etc.) if available

* two research papers written and graded in the context of related undergraduate or postgraduate
studies

Students holding degrees from non-Greek institutions need to provide proof of official recognition of
their degrees from the Hellenic NARIC (A.0.A.T.A.M.), in keeping with art. 34, par. 7, Law #
4485/2017, as that was amended by art. 101, par. 5, Law # 4547/2018.

The applications and relevant documents are examined by the Steering Committee. Eligible
candidates are then invited to the written examination.

B. Written and oral exams

The written and oral exams are held in the School of Philosophy Building on the date that is
announced on the Department website (www.enl.uoa.gr 2 Announcements). Both written and oral
exams are held in English. Information about the structure and duration of the written and oral
exams is uploaded on the postgraduate webpage (and in the Announcements) concurrently with the
call for applications.



C. Criteria for candidate selection
For the selection of candidates the following criteria are taken into account:

a. The candidate’s performance in the written exam together with his/her performance in the
oral exam. The candidates need to pass the written exam in order to proceed to the oral
exam.

b. The following qualifications, as gleaned from the candidate’s CV:

1. a grade of "Very Good" (at least) in their BA degree. A lower grade may be accepted if
candidates have achieved a grade of "Very Good" in undergraduate courses or
dissertations relevant to the postgraduate specialization applied for, or if they have a
second degree, another postgraduate title, or proven research or professional
experience.

2. a high grade in undergraduate courses relevant to the postgraduate specialization

3. a good performance in undergraduate research papers or dissertations

4. research experience relevant to the postgraduate programme, if any

5. excellent knowledge of the English Language and good knowledge of other languages

6. relevant academic activity (e.g. participation in seminars, research projects,
publications, etc.).

7. letters of recommendation

The Steering Committee compiles a list of selected candidates on the basis of the above criteria, and
submits it to the Department’s General Assembly for approval. If more than one candidates have
achieved the lowest score, they may all be accepted for admission provided that they do not exceed
the 10% of the maximum number of possible entrants.

The final list of accepted candidates is published on the Department webpage. Successful candidates
will have to register within 10 days from the date of the General Assembly meeting, which approved
their entry into the MA programme, on the day and time that is announced. If one or more successful
candidate(s) fail(s) to enroll, runners up may be invited to take their place on the basis of their
relevant position on the approved grading list.

6. Studying in the MA Programme

The MA programme “English Studies: Literature and Culture” is conducted in English.
The programme commences in the fall semester every 2 academic years.

The duration of study of the MA programme which leads to the acquisition of the MA degree is set at
3 academic semesters. The first two semesters consist of taught courses, while the third semester is
devoted to research and the MA Dissertation. The maximum time allowed for completion of studies
is set at 3 academic semesters.

Each semester comprises at least 13 weeks of teaching and 3 weeks of exams (for those courses that
require final exams). Potentially missed classes are rescheduled. The date and time of the make-up
classes are posted on the Department website.

The total Credits (ECTS) required for the acquisition of the MA degree amount to 90, with each
semester carrying 30. The programme offers a total of 6 courses during the first 2 terms, 3 per term.
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The 1% semester offers 1 compulsory and 2 elective courses, while the 2" semester offers 3 elective
courses. Each course corresponds to 10 ECTS. The 3" semester is devoted to the MA Dissertation
which carries 30 ECTS.

Attendance of classes/workshops etc. is compulsory. Postgraduate students are allowed to have up
to two justified absences per course per semester for medical reasons, by providing a doctor’s note
from a public hospital; or for serious personal reasons, by submitting a legally binding personal
statement. If, under exceptional circumstances, the student surpasses the limit of absences, s/he has
to submit an application to the Steering Committee with all the relevant documentation for approval,
which puts the matter before the Department’s General Assembly. If the application is rejected, the
student must leave the programme.

The lessons are taught in person. The teaching hours for each lesson are 3 per week. In addition to
these hours and in order to meet the needs of seminars, workshops and practical exercises,
additional hours may be added to the programme following a decision of the Department’s General
Assembly.

7. Exams and Student Assessment

The assessment of students in each course is determined by the instructors and stipulated in the
course syllabi. As a general principle in evaluating student performance, the final grade of each
course is based on the aggregate of at least two independent sources (e.g. research papers, written
or oral exams, oral presentations and other research or educational activities). Any course
assignments must be submitted strictly within the deadlines stipulated by the instructors.

For classes that include exams, these take place during January/February for the Fall semester, and in
June for the Spring semester. There is no re-sit exam period in September.

As defined in the Postgraduate Programme Regulation, if students fail in one or more courses, they
may be deemed to have failed the programme as a whole. In this case, the student is examined by a
three-party committee, whose members have the same or similar specialization and who are
selected by the Department’s General Assembly. The instructor of the course in question is excluded
from the three-party exam committee. If the student fails in a final written assignment, the
assignment is re-assessed by the three-party committee.

Final grades for each course, as well as for the MA Dissertation, are based on the scale of 1-10 (6
being the minimum passing grade and 10 being the highest). These are submitted to the Department
Secretariat within 20 days of the end of the examination period.

In order to acquire the MA degree, students are required to follow and successfully complete all of
the courses offered in the MA programme as well as the MA Dissertation, thereby obtaining a total
of 90 ECTS.

The final grade of the MA degree is determined by averaging (a) the grades of the 1% semester
courses with (b) the grades of the 2" semester courses, and (c) the grade of the MA Dissertation.

Performance in the MA programme is characterized as “Excellent” when the final grade is 10-9;
“Very Good” when the final grade is 8-7; and “Good” when the final grade is 6.



8. MA Dissertation

The MA Dissertation is written in the 3™ and final semester of the programme. At the end of the 2nd
semester, the steering committee provides the students with detailed instructions on how they
should choose their topic and the deadlines. Briefly, students choose their topic from a wide range of
thematic areas that are offered by the instructors and submit an application consisting of (a) a
proposed title (b) a recommended supervisor, and (c) an abstract of the proposed topic of research.
The Steering Committee then assigns each student a supervisor, and, upon completion of the
dissertation, forms a three-member examining committee (which includes the supervisor).

All faculty members can act as supervisors or members of the three-party examining committee.

The supervisor guides the student throughout the research and writing process and approves the
submission of the final draft within the deadline. He/She schedules meetings with the student
offering advice on the research topic, the bibliography, and the theoretical/critical framework of the
dissertation. The student submits drafts of his/her chapters regularly to the supervisor for feedback.

The MA Dissertation is written in English.

The dissertation, which corresponds to 30 ECTS, should conform to and will be assessed according to
the following criteria. It should

* be original

* be between 18.000-20.000 words

¢ focus on the topic as set in the title

* be organized and presented according to standards of academic writing

e display accuracy, coherence, and clarity

e display the student’s ability to think critically

« exhibit the student’s understanding of the broader research area in which his/her topic falls

¢ include adequate citations in the main body of the dissertation as well as a list of references at

the end presented according to the required bibliographic standards

Regarding the format of the dissertation, candidates must follow the guidelines provided by the MA
steering committee.

The thesis is submitted in three printed copies and is sent electronically to the MA office, within the
deadline set at the start of the 3™ semester.

Please note that

¢ Dissertations that fall short of or greatly surpass the word limit cannot be accepted.

* No extension to the dissertation submission deadline can be given, unless there are serious medical
reasons (and only if the relevant medical documents are supplied).

¢ Plagiarism in the Dissertation is regarded as sufficient reason for a student to be expelled from the
MA programme (see also section 11).

* Candidates have to defend their dissertation before the examining committee.

The final grade of the Dissertation is determined by averaging the marks given by the 3 members of
the examining committee. If the dissertation is assessed as unsatisfactory (i.e. if it is marked by one
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examiner with a grade below 6, or if the examiners think that the dissertation needs improvement)
the examining committee may request revisions within a period of one month.

The grade of the Dissertation is submitted by the examiners to the Department Secretariat. The
student submits the dissertation (with any improvements suggested) in its final form in one copy at
the Department Secretariat. Dissertations must be submitted electronically to the Digital Depository
“PERGAMOS”, as per the relevant University Senate decision.

Presentation of Dissertations

Students who write interesting, original, and well-structured dissertations are invited to present their
work at a symposium organized by the Literature-Culture Division of the Department. The promotion
of the academic activity of the postgraduate students constitutes a priority of the Department.

9. Student Rights and Responsibilities

1. Postgraduate students are entitled to the same rights and amenities as undergraduate students,
except for the right to free textbooks. The Department ensures accessibility to textbooks and
lectures for disabled students and/or students with other special needs (see art. 34, par. 3, Law #
4485/2017). The NKUA Accessibility Unit also allows for various student facilities such as remote
communication with fellow students, professors and administrative staff of the Institution, work
stations at the library, provision of accessibility tools, etc.

2. Postgraduate students are encouraged to attend seminars, lectures, educational visits,
conferences, colloquia and other scientific events related to the MA specialization, hosted by the
Department of English Language and Literature or other departments and institutions.

3. Upon the recommendation of the Steering Committee, the General Assembly of the Department
may decide to discontinue a student’s participation in the programme, following an ex officio
application by the postgraduate student, or if the student in question

* exceeds the maximum absences allowed per course (as specified in section 8)

* exceeds the maximum study duration allowed for the programme (as specified in section 8)

e fails in the examination of a course/courses and consequently has not completed the

programme

* breaks current Disciplinary Board regulations

* violates academic ethics, e.g. by committing plagiarism during the writing of assignments. More

specifically, plagiarism is defined as the intentional or unintentional verbatim or paraphrased
copying of parts of a text (irrespective of their size) from any print source (e.g. articles, books,
newspapers, magazines, other students’ papers) or online source, without a full bibliographical
reference to the source. Any third-party interference in the content or the structure of a paper
(with no relevant reference) or the assigning of a paper for writing by a third party is also
considered plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious breach of academic ethics and leads to sanctions
which, depending on the severity of the misconduct (to be determined by the Department’s
General Assembly), may vary, from the student receiving a failing mark for the paper or failing
the course, to being expelled from the MA programme. This applies to essays/papers of
particular courses as well as to MA Dissertations.

4. At the end of each semester, students are asked to evaluate each course and instructor on a
special form that they receive electronically from the MA office. The evaluations are completed
anonymously, collected by one student in each course, and submitted in a sealed envelope to the
MA office. Following the same procedure, students are also asked to assess the programme as a



whole upon its completion and together with the submission of their MA Dissertations. The
results of the overall student assessment of the programme are posted on the Department
website.

5. The graduation ceremony takes place during a General Assembly meeting of the Department of
English Language and Literature at the University premises, in the presence of the Director or the
Associate Director of the MA programme, the Chair or the Associate Chair of the Department and,
if possible, a representative of the Rector.

Graduates of the MA programme “English Studies: Literature and Culture” are granted a degree in
the following areas of specialization:

a. The Greek Element in Anglophone Literature

b. Anglophone Theatre from the Renaissance to the Present

c. Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Anglophone Literature and Culture

6. BA degree holders from higher institutions outside of Greece who have not had their
undergraduate studies recognized by the Hellenic NARIC (A.O.A.T.A.lM.) according to Law #
3328/2005 (A' 80), during the duration of their postgraduate studies, will not be eligible to receive
the MA degree.

7. MA students may apply for an MA Supplement to be issued by the Department.

8. International ERASMUS+ students from universities with bilateral agreements (supporting
graduate studies) with the NKUA may enrol in the programme and receive an attestation of their
participation, provided the specialization of the MA “English Studies: Literature and Culture”
matches a similar postgraduate programme offered by their own institution.

10. MA Programme Assessment

Programme assessment is continuous so that any emerging conclusions may be used to facilitate
improvement. Intermediate assessments are conducted every semester in instructor meetings, as
well as through an overall discussion at the Literature-Culture Division meetings. A final assessment is
conducted after the completion of the programme. Assessment pertains to:

* MA instructors who (a) assess their students through a special questionnaire which is
submitted to the MA office, and (b) convene once per semester to discuss the students’
comments and proposals as well as to share their own impressions and ideas for
improvement.

* students who fill out questionnaires to assess (a) the courses at the end of each semester,
and (b) the programme as a whole after its completion. Student assessments are submitted
to the MA office in printed or electronic form (see also section 9.4).

* the members of the Department’s General Assembly who discuss the report submitted by
the Steering Committee at the end of the programme.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
“THE GREEK ELEMENT IN ANGLOPHONE LITERATURE” (2019-2021)

The weekly class schedule is announced before the beginning of each semester. Updated course
descriptions are posted on the MA webpage and detailed syllabi are given to the students in class by the
instructors.

1* Semester

Intercultural Perspectives on Anglophone Literature—Research Methodology

This is primarily an advanced academic writing course designed to prepare students for the writing of
research papers and dissertations at postgraduate level. It is designed to familiarize students with
research methodology, academic style and rhetoric, the various stages of the writing process, the
mechanics of writing, and MLA conventions. Secondarily, within the context of the programme’s
overarching theme of the reception of Greece in modern Western culture, the course also offers an
introduction to various relevant topics such as the theory and practice of comparative literature, myth
and mythological criticism, classicism-Neoclassicism, Hellenism-Philhellenism. Students will be asked to
put into practice what they learn about the various steps of the research process by preparing an
academic paper from inception to conclusion using a comparative methodology that juxtaposes one
Anglophone text or author with a Greek text, author, philosophy, or myth of the students’ choosing. The
format of the class will be lecture, seminar, and workshop, and the evaluation will be based on various
written assignments, a class presentation, a written research paper, and a final examination.

Instructor: Nic Panagopoulos

Expatriation and the Sense of Home in the Poetry of Hilda Doolittle

The American poet Hilda Doolittle (1886-1961) was one of the most important poets of the 20" century.
She belonged to the Imagist group and followed Pound and T.S. Eliot on the road of the American self-
exiled poets in Europe where modernity was already a state of being in the arts. For the rest of her life
she remained self-exiled, a person in constant spiritual quest. She published poetry and prose,
translated Euripides and the Ancient Greek lyrical poets into English, had psychoanalytic sessions with
Sigmund Freud and travelled to Greece and Egypt in 1920 and 1922. In this class we will trace H.D.’s
connections of a developing autobiography with poetic metaphoricity and archetypal manifestations,
and we will examine the sense of birth, place, and exile through an analysis of her most important
works—The Trilogy, Helen in Egypt and Sea Garden—through her short stories, narratives and
translations. The class will consist of lecture, seminar and workshop. The evaluation of student
performance will be by a presentation, a project, and an exam.

Instructor: Evangelia Sakelliou-Schultz

Minority Myth-understood: Greek Myth in American Literature

Through a combination of theoretical approaches, this course explores the relations between classical
Greek myth and American literature. Specifically, it focuses on the examination of the ways in which
contemporary U.S. minorities (racial, social, financial, gender or sexual) channel Greek myth as a literary
allegory/metaphor in order to claim their identity and rights. Through this relationship between the
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cradle of Western civilization and the stepchildren of that civilization’s latest and mightiest offspring,
students will be called upon to become critically familiar with several choice works of contemporary
American literature that re-negotiate myth as their creative vehicle in a variety of ways. The course
consists of lectures with the aid of A/V material, constructive class dialogue, individual presentations of
student work and a final research paper (approx. 5,000 words, not counting footnotes and bibliography).
A list of the works and theories to be analyzed has already been uploaded on the instructor’s website at
http://users.uoa.gr/~cdokou/.

Instructor: Christina Dokou

2"! Semester

Romantic Hellenism

By focusing on the fascination, anxiety and resistance that characterizes the Romantic understanding of
Greece, this course will introduce students to Romantic Hellenism through an encounter with a range of
writers across many genres, poetry, fiction, essays and travel writing. It will examine the selected literary
and aesthetic works in the light of the historical circumstances in which they were produced: the rise of
Greece as the supreme cultural and aesthetic model in late eighteenth and early nineteenth-century
Britain; the movement of British Romanticism, which sought to question established cultural images; the
arrival of the Parthenon sculptures enchanting the British writers and artists, many of whom, however,
deplored their removal; the outbreak of the Greek War of Independence in 1821 making Hellas the
realm in which imagination and politics could converge. The class will be organized around students’
close reading and critique of individual texts and will develop with classroom discussion and short
presentations. Assessment takes the form of a research paper (including a proposal, outline and
bibliography); a case study; an oral presentation; and class participation.

Instructor: Efterpi Mitsi

Shakespeare and Greece

The course examines selected Shakespearean plays that include Greek characters and Greek
topographies and/or borrow from ancient Greek mythology and ancient Greek writings, such as A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Troilus and Cressida, Timon of Athens, Pericles, Prince of Tyre, and The Two
Noble Kinsmen. Within this framework, the students will explore the Shakespearean representations of
both classical and early modern Greece as a means of reinforcing as well as challenging the Renaissance
English nation’s struggle to establish its cultural, linguistic and imperialistic identity. They will also
analyze early modern perceptions of both ancient and contemporary Greece and assess the fact that
Greece under Ottoman occupation is a fascinating case study for postcolonial analysis of early modern
attitudes to Islam. Finally, they will unravel the ways in which the specific Shakespearean plays, through
the aforementioned appropriations, rewritings and ambiguities, investigate issues of identity, otherness,
authority, gender, social class, religion, the West and the East. Student assessment will result from
participation in class discussions, oral presentations, short written assignments and a long research
paper (5.000-6.000 words).

Instructor: Vassiliki Markidou

11
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Rewriting Ancient Greek Drama in American Theater

This course examines select and varying rewrites of ancient Greek plays authored by American
playwrights and directors over the course of the past century. Interest revolves around the multiple and
often debatable results this wide-ranging cultural osmosis has yielded so far as well as the ways in which
this engagement with the classics has shaped the trajectory of development that American drama and
theater have followed throughout the twentieth century. From the canonical works of playwrights such
as Eugene O’ Neill and Thornton Wilder, to the experimentation undertaken by directors like Richard
Schechner and Bob Wilson, to contemporary plays which emphasize ethnic, gender, and class issues
such as those of Cherrie Moraga and Ellen MclLaughlin, the course traces artistic developments which
reflect larger cultural and socio-political phenomena of different historical moments. Course
requirements include participation in class discussions, two oral presentations, a book essay of
approximately 1,500 words and a final research paper of approximately 5,000 words.

Instructor: Konstantinos Blatanis

Useful addresses and telephone numbers:

HELLENIC ~ NATIONAL ACADEMIC  RECOGNITION 54, Ag. Konstantinou Str., 10437 Athens.
(HELLENIC NARIC—-A.O0.A.T.A.I.) Tel. 210 5281000, www.doatap.gr

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND RELIGIOUS 37, Andrea Papandreou Str., 15180 Marousi.

AFFAIRS Tel. 210 344 2000, www.ypep.gr
STATE SCHOLARSHIPS FOUNDATION (IKY) 41, Ethnikis Antistaseos Str., 14234 Nea lonia, Athens.
State scholarships for post-graduate studies Tel. 210 3726300, www.iky.gr

NATIONAL AND KAPODISTRIAN UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS 7, Paleon Patron Germanou, 10561 Athens.
Department of Postgraduate Studies and Research Tel. 210 3689919

NATIONAL AND KAPODISTRIAN UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS 6, Christou Lada, 10561 Athens.
Legacy Directorate: Scholarships & Prizes (scholarships Tel. 210 3689131/4

funded by legacies and bequests donated to the NKUA,

for post-graduate studies)
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